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SUBJECT: ALABAMA IOGA TRADE MISSION - RIYADH AND JIDDA WRAP-UP 

1 . SUMMARY: THE ALABAMA IOGA TRADE MISSION, UNDAUNTED BY 
SANDSTORMS, STRIKES AND SAUDIA AIRLINES, SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED A HECTIC TWO-DAY VISIT TO RIYADH AND A MORE RE- 
LAXED THREE-DAY STOP IN JIDDA. MISSION MEMBERS REPORTED 
FAVORABLE LEADS AND PROSPECTIVE SALES IN BOTH CITIES, 

ALTHOUGH RIYADH WAS CLEARLY THE MORE PROMISING OF THE TWO. 

A BLEND OF PROFESSIONALISM AND SOUTHER WARMTH DISPLAYED 

BY THE MISSION MEMBERS LEFT A FAVORABLE IMPRESSION ON ALL WITH 
WHOM THE MISSION CAME IN CONTACTM FOLLOW-UP VISITS 
BY THE MEMBERS WILL BE A KEY FACTOR IN TRANSLATING THE 
PROMISE OF EXPANDED COMMERCE BETWEEN SAUDI ARABIA AND 
ALABAMA INTO REALITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE ALABAMA IOGA TRADE MISSION, DELAYED IN PARIS FOR 
REFUELING BECAUSE OF THE BEA STRIKE, ARRIVED FOUR HOURS 
LATE IN DHAHRAN, MISSING THEIR CONNECTION TO RIYADH. 

AMCONSUL DHAHRAN, ROUSED INTO LATE NIGHT ACTION, ARRANGED 
ACCOMMODATIONS ON COMPOUND AS WELL AS SEATS ON A FLIGHT 
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DEPARTING EARLY THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THE MISSION 
MEMBERS ARRIVED IN RIYADH JUST IN TIME TO BE WHISKED TO 
THEIR FIRST APPOINTMENTS. 

3. A HECTIC DAY IN RIYADH, WHICH PRODUCED A NUMBER OF 
PROMISING LEADS FOR MOST MEMBERS, CONVINCED THE GROUP OF 
THE GROWING COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF THE SAUDI CAPITAL. 
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4. A RECEPTION HOSTED BY EMBASSY LIAISON OFFICER IN 

RIYADH ATTRACTED THE LARGEST NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
SAUDI FIRMS (57) TO ATTEND A TRADE MISSION RECEPTION IN 
RIYADH. A VETERAN AMERICAN BANKER IN RIYADH COMMENTED 
THAT HE HAD NEVER SEEN SO MANY LOCAL BUSINESSMEN AT ANY 
SIMILAR TYPE RECEPTION IN RIYADH IN THE PAST. 

5. A HALF DAY OF APPOINTMENTS WERE SCHEDULED FOR 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14. MEMBERS AWOKE FRIDAY MORNING 

AS A SANDSTORM RAGED ACROSS THE ENTIRE ARABIAN PENINSULA. 
ALL SAUDI AIRPORTS WERE CLOSED, SO MEMBERS HAD THE 
RARE PLEASURE OF RIDING IN AN OLD AMERICAN TRAIN 
THE ZEPHYR - ON A SEVEN HOUR TRIP FROM RIYADH TO DAMMAM. 

6. DESPITE ALL THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED GETT- 
ING INTO AND OUT OF RIYADH. TM MEMBERS WERE TIRELESS 
THROUGHOUT. ONE MEMBER REPORTED TEN LEADS WITH EXPECTED 
SALES IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS OF 500 THOUSAND DOLLARS; 
ANOTHER, NINE LEADS WITH ANTICIPATED SALES OF $1.5 
MILLION; THREE OTHERS REPORTED EXPECTED SALES OF $300,000. 

$1 MILLION, AND $500,000 RESPECTIVELY. THREE FIRMS RE- 
PORTED A NUMBER OF PROMISING LEADS OBTAINED FOR POSSIBLE 
SALES REPRESENTATION. 

7. ALL MEMBERS AGREED THAT THE RIYADH STOP WAS TOO SHORT, 
AND THAT AT LEAST ONE MORE FULL DAY WAS REQUIRED 

TO PROBE THE MARKET POTENTIAL. 
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8. MEMBERS ARRIVED IN JIDDA LATE APRIL 18 AFTER A TWO-DAY 
VISIT TO THE EASTER PROVINCE. FULL SCHEDULE OF APPOINT- 
MENTS APRIL 19 WAS FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION HOSTED BY EMBASSY 
ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR. ATTENDANCE (92) WAS 
AGAIN LARGEST FOR ANY TRADE MISSION WHICH HAS VISITED 
JIDDA, AND EMBOFFS WERE STRUCK BY NUMBER OF FIRST-TIME 
SAUDI VISITORS TO AN EMBASSY RECEPTION. MEMBERS REPORTED 
GOOD CONTACTS FROM RECEPTION. 

9. SCHEDULES APRIL 19 AND 20 WERE RELATIVELY LIGHT 
COMPARED TO STAY IN RIYADH, AND MEMBERS COMMENTED ON THE 
DIFFERENCE IN THE PACE OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY BETWEEN JIDDA 
AND RIYADH. 

10. A VISIT TO NEW $4.5 BILLION JIDDA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT. UNDER PROJECT MANAGEMENT OF PARSONS/DANIELS, 
CAPPED APPOINTMENTS ON WEDNESDAY. 
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11. THREE MEMBERS REPORTED NUMEROUS SALES LEADS - 
ONE, 20; ANOTHER 9; AND ANOTHER 6 - FOR JIDDA STOP. 

TWO MEMBERS REPORTED ANTICIPATED SALES OVER THE NEXT 
TWELVE MONTHS OF APPROXIMATELY $300,000 EACH. ANOTHER 
MEMBER REPORTED TWO JOINT VENTURE LEADS. 

1 . COMMENTS: ADVANCE WORK BY TM DIRECTOR VERMILYE AND 
CAGNE OFFICER BUTTON LAID EXCELLENT GROUNDWORK FOR IN- 
SURED MISSION SUCCESS. RIYADH VISIT WAS APPARENTLY MORE 
SUCCESSFUL THAN JIDDA, ALTHOUGH TANGIBLE RESULTS WILL 
REQUIRE PERSEVERANCE, PATIENCE, FOLLOW-UP VISITS, AND 
UNBROKEN CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TM MEMBERS AND POTENTIAL 
CUSTOMERS, AGENTS OR PARTNERS. 

MISSION WAS LIGHT ON PROTOCOL VISITS, FREEING TIME 
FOR SERIS BUSINESS APPOINTMENTS. MEMBERS GENERALLY 
EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT SCHEDULES, FEELING MARKET WAS 
WELL COVERED IN THE LIMITED TIME AVAILABLE. 

EMBOFFS WERE IMPRESSED BY BLEND OF PROFESSIONALISM 
AND GENUINE WARMTH DISPLAYED BY MEMBERS WHICH STRUCK A 
RESONANT CHORD WITH SAUDI BUSINESS COUNTERPARTS. 
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SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY WAS RECIPROCATED BY SAUDI HOSPITAL- 
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ITY, AND THE MARRIAGE WAS A PLEASURE TO WITNESS. THIS 
ELEMENT OF THE TRADE MISSION CANNOT BE OVERESTIMATED 
IN TERMS OF THE OVERALL U.S. TRADE PROMOTION EFFORT IN 
THE KINGDOM. 

PORTER 
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